BOOK OF THE DAY CHALLENGE: 
FEBRUARY 2012

Feb 1 Book of the day: The Enchanted Castle: a classic from 1907!  A magical adventure full of fun but missing any hidden agendas or themes that might conflict with your family Do-Re-Mis, sure to be enjoyed by both boys and girls alike.  How refreshing!

See the age 9-12 bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=-=

Feb 2 Book of the day: The Groundhog Day Book of Facts and Fun

Did you know that Groundhog day, and all the fuss about whether Punxsutawney Phil sees his shadow, actually grew out of Candlemass Day? It historically was a day to celebrate  Mary’s, Mother of God, purification ritual.  If the sun came out, thus casting a shadow, winter would continue. Only in the 1800’s was that extended to Groundhog’s instead of people :>) This book is fun for readers grades 2-5.

See the age 8 & under bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Feb 3 Book of the day: The Tails Book

Another classic reprint from Neumann Press means it has high quality binding and will be a book your child passes down through the generations. But fun for you to share now too! 30 stories about what 30 animals do and don’t do with their tails! 

See the age 8 & under bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=-

Feb 4 Book of the day: Children of Heaven (film) 

Mawlid al-Nabi, the birthday of Mohammad, is celebrated by our Muslim friends today. I thought rather than a book, I’d recommend a wonderful family film: Children of Heaven. This is an amazingly beautiful film about the love of a boy for his little sister. Filmed in the Farsi language but with English subtitles, it is a quiet, intimate look at the simple life of these Iranian children. Children of Heaven reminds us again that love transcends politics and that it is people, not ideologies, who live on. Recommended for the entire family.
See the  Movies, Music etc. bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=-=

Feb 5 Book of the day: The little red bus and other rhyming stories

A classic early reader from days gone by, written by Miss Read! The bus driver has to maneuver in the snow along his route; fun rhymes to fill your child’s mind and time.

Look for her books in our Alibris bookstore http://ow.ly/7Ou3I 

-=-=-=-

Feb 6 Book of the day: Past Perfect

A newer release from Leila Sales, Past Perfect has a small amount of profanity but no sexual content. The story focuses on relationships and moral decision making within a realistic teen context, and is light and enjoyable for your young ladies. This is a good choice to counter the soft porn flooding young adult books today. 

See the Age 14+ bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-==

Feb 7 Book of the day: Savvy

Author Ingrid Law was a single parent working by day for the Denver Chamber of Commerce, and at night writing her novel Savvy. Published by Walden Media, the same company that brought us those fabulous, family-friendly movies.  Savvy, is a Newberry award winning story of the magic that takes root when members of the family turn age 13. Fun and light. 

See the ages 10-14 bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Feb 8 Book of the day: The Billionaire’s Curse

Also from Walden media and for a slightly younger reader, The Billionaire’s Curse is the first book by Richard Newsome. Twelve-year-old Gerald Wilkins inherits much wealth. But with it comes a letter from his deceased aunt, announcing she was murdered! Coupled with a theft at the British Museum, this is a fun mystery for boys and girls alike. 

See the age 9-12 bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=-

Feb 9 Book of the day: Morte D’Urban by John Powers

This award-winning literature noir has been in print since 1962. Satirical and stylistic, its main character is an over-achieving priest called back by superiors to his retreat house. Connoisseurs of fine lit, both teens and adults, will enjoy this. See the adult bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Feb 10 Book of the day: Juniper Berry

A dark feel to this book similar to the Series of Unfortunate Events, nonetheless the heroine, Juniper Berry, is on a mission to bring her family back together again so they can be happy. Good moral ties and modern style that may attract reluctant readers.

See the age 9-12 bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=-

Feb 11 Book of the day:  Finding Danny

Bree’s life is falling apart. She feels ignored by her mom. In the school play, she is paired with  the most popular boy in school who ignores her. But the one friend she has is Danny, her Australian shepherd. That is, until mom leaves the gate open and Danny runs away. This is a good story of our protagonist learning to overcome blame and despair, mother-daughter angst, crushes on boys, etc. in search of her dog.

See the age 10-14 bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=-=

Feb 12 Book of the day:  The Wit and Wisdom of Abraham Lincoln

Today is Lincoln’s real birthday, and our GOP presidential candidates mention his name quite frequently. So perhaps 400 quotations of his wit and wisdom would give us a feel for who the man was. Quotes like "Whenever I hear anyone arguing for slavery, I feel a strong impulse to see it tried on him personally." allude to his practical view of ethics and rights. A good book for the entire family to share, as well as handy to keep on hand for teaching. So does it belong on the coffee table or homeschooling book shelf? You decide!
See the Family bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=-

Feb 13 Book of the day: Beyond A House Divided: The Moral Consensus Ignored by Washington

Caucuses, debates, primaries, galore...as we prepare for upcoming elections, good books can open up our minds and vision. In Beyond A House Divided: The Moral Consensus Ignored by Washington, author Carl Anderson (Knights of Columbus) leads us away from the polarized thinking pushed upon us by the media. 

See the adult bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Feb 14 Book of the day: How to Find Your Soul Mate Without Losing Your Soul

Today is St. Valentine’s day, so no better day than to read a book about finding true love. Appropriate for older teens, college students and adults, Jason and Crystalina Evert talk candidly about getting beyond hanging out and hooking up looking for “Mr./Mrs. Right”. 

See the adults bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Feb 15 Book of the day:  Max Cassidy: Escape from Shadow Island

Max is an escape artist who thinks his father is dead and his mother in jail for murdering him. Then he finds out his mother is innocent and father is alive! But he must go on an international journey to solve the mystery and bring his family back together again :>)

See the age 10-14 bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Feb 16 Book of the day: The White Giraffe/The Last Leopard/The Elephant’s Tale (The Legend of the Animal Healer trilogy)

This series follows Martine, an African orphan sent to live with her grandmother, who has a special gift with animals. This series captures the positive essence of African folklore in a story where protagonists demonstrate virtuous behaviour and heroic decision making. 

See the age 9-12  bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Feb 17 Book of the day: Family game night! 50 Card Games for Children by Vernon Quinn

Many will have a three-day weekend to spend with the family. So kick off the week-end with a family game night! A beautiful reproduction of a set from the 1950’s and comes complete with instructions. It even has a little history lesson on games too! Then hold onto the book for your summer vacation :>)

See the Family bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Feb 18 Book of the day: Simon Bloom: The Gravity Keeper

Sixth grader Simon Bloom has the magical reference book of physics fall onto his head, and using it can control the laws of the universe! A fun adventure/sci-fi for middle readers. 

See the age 10-14 bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Feb 19 Book of the day:  Izzy’s Popstar Plan

Mardi Gras begins today but I’m going to ignore it until Fat Tuesday. I thought instead I’d highlight Izzy’s Popstar Plan. his is a really neat book for teens, although likely of more interest to girls.  My review against character education guidelines can be found at http://ow.ly/8uv6I  and the blog commentary at http://ow.ly/8uv8a . The author is a youth minister and very in-tune with their mindset. It reads like a series of blog entries and the story line is as if a reality TV show, so it is fast moving and holds the teens attention. Yet simultaneously, it is a devotional too, in a practical sense. 

See the age 14+ bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Feb 20 Book of the day: Rules of Civility: The 110 Precepts that Guided Our First President in War and Peace

What better way to celebrate President’s day than with this unique book about the personal standards of George Washington. Keeping in mind the cultural context of the century, interpreting their deeper meaning you’ll see how pertinent these are to our world today too. “Strive not with your superior in argument, but always submit your judgment to others with modesty.” :>) 
See the adult bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Feb 21 Book of the day: Brasenose Ale: A Collection Of Poems Presented Annually By The Butler Of Brasenose College On Shrove Tuesday (1857)

Today is Shrove Tuesday (Mardi Gras ends, Fat Tuesday) so I thought I’d choose an odd book. This is a reproduction of the original from 1857. Apparently it was the custom of Brasenose College of Oxford University that the Butler would recite provide ale, recite poems, and be given tips. Some history of the book can be found in The Catalog of Books Printed for Private Circulation page 10 http://ow.ly/8uuTw . The full book can be found on Google ebooks or a nice hard-bound copy ordered from the adult bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html . Fascinatingly weird history and for those wanting to do something a little odd and crazy as Mardi Gras ends, go for it! 

-=-=-=

Feb 22 Book of the day: The Fishes & Dishes Cookbook:  

Today is Ash Wednesday; Lent begins, and it is also George Washington’s real birthday. Prepare for meatless Fridays during lent with The Fishes and Dishes Cookbook :>) Written by three Alaskan fisherwomen about their adventures on their commercial fishing boat The F/V Savage, it is rumored that they were renowned in Puget Sound for its fine cooking. Far more than just recipes, we are given peeks into their lives and see how unpredictable, scary, exciting and fun it is from moment to moment.  From Pizza on the Bering Sea  page 107:

“In the midst of being chased around the island by storms, searching for freight under coffee tables, dealing with seasick passengers, and experiencing general sheer terror, I decided that it would be a good idea to set up a boat pizza delivery service.”

...which of course leads to a great pizza recipe! But only after reading the rest of the story including a chilling picture of their frozen boat. I went to the author’s presentation to meet them & bought the book as a wedding present for a friend!

See the Family bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Feb 23 Book of the day: The Last Words of Wil Wolfkin 

Publisher’s description: “It's funny. If you're born a certain way, you don't really understand how it is to be any other way. 

So it has been for Toby Walsgrove—paralyzed since birth, unable to move or talk, with no known family, he has spent his entire life at a Carmelite convent in London. That is, until the day that his cat, Shipley, starts talking to him. Shipley has been watching over Toby his whole life and tells him they must go to Langjoskull, a city of exiles buried deep below the surface of Iceland. Because Toby is no ordinary boy—he's a descendant of the great king Will Wolfkin, and his kingdom needs him.”

Unique and uplifting! See the age 10-14 bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Feb 24 Book of the day: Breadcrumbs

A modern day fairy tale, Breadcrumbs is a stylistic tale inspired by Hans Christian Andersen’s The Snow Queen. The heroine must go into the forest after her friend. See the age 10-14 bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-

Feb 25 Book of the day: Flat Stanley adventures

Stanley’s life is normal until his bulletin board falls on him and flattens to ½ width! But he turns his unfortunate physique into an opportunity fighting crime and doing good for others. The collection set includes Flat Stanley (the 40th Anniversary Edition with the Flat Stanley Cut-Out inside), Stanley in Space, Invisible Stanley, and Stanley Flat Again! Recommended ages 7+.

See the ages 8 & under bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Feb 26 Book of the day: Helping Clients Forgive: An Empirical Guide for Resolving Anger and Restoring Hope

Lent is a time of reflection and atonement, and an opportunity for personal growth. If a habit, attitude, or outlook can be changed for 40 days, the change can become permanent. It is a good time to deal with pains from our past and offer forgiveness. The psychological health effects of forgiveness is gaining new appreciation, and the American Psychological Association (APA)’s Helping Clients Forgive can be helpful to the laypeople too. 

See the adult bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Feb 27 Book of the day: Sexual Authenticity

Melinda Selmys writes candidly about her teen years in which her same-sex attraction was conditioned into her by peers and our culture so that she did not follow the path of heterosexuality. Now a Catholic Christian with a husband and six kids, be aware that Selmys does not agree with many popular views of dealing with homosexuality (restorative therapy, conversion therapy) nor does she agree with historic psychological views of gay lifestyles coming out of family dynamics. (My note: there is very sound research to support the latter and this should not be discarded). But she does speak openly about how people are steered into same-sex relationships by our culture. Considering that our kids are surrounded by this at the earliest age, it provides a different perspective and possible talking points. Also might be helpful to teens and young adults suffering the indoctrination of our culture.

See the adult bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=--=

Feb 28 Book of the day: A Parent’s Guide to Preventing Homosexuality

In contrast to Melinda Selmy’s beliefs from her personal experience, author Joseph Nicolosi discusses candidly his 20 years of professional experience helping children, teens & adults deal with gender confusion lead heterosexual lives. It can help parents identify cues in their relationship with their children so as to build stronger family bonds.   

See the adult bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
=-=-=-=

Feb 29 Book of the day:  On Ordered Liberty: A Treatise on the Free Society (Religion, Politics, and Society in the New Millennium) 

The one year I pledge the book of the day challenge is leap year, with an extra day thrown in! I thought a good use of that extra day might be a philosophical look of liberty and freedom. Author Samuel Gregg is with the Acton Institute, a think tank that takes the impact of all aspects of our society (political, economical, religious) into collective context. 

See the adult bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
