BOOK OF THE DAY: JANUARY 2012

My Own New Year’s Resolution: To highlight one neat book every day. Can I do it? In spite of ongoing health issues, the past 1-1/2 years I’ve selected for the Litland.com bookstore 90 books for ages 9-12, 80 for 10-14 year olds, 56 for teens, around 100 for adults, about 210 classics, 140 for 8 & under, 17 enjoyed by the whole family, 44 helpful to teaching & homeschooling, 7 holiday specific, and two dozen movies/music items.  That’s nearly 800 books & related, and I’ve another 100-200 to add! Perhaps the challenge will be choosing! Well, here I go! 

-=-=-=-=-=

Jan 1 Book of the day: Topper, the Miracle of the Scrubby Little Christmas Tree

Since it is still Christmas until this Friday, I thought I’d start the year with a few holiday books. Books are written to convey a tale. The good ones also intend to convey virtues and meaning as it is from books and entertainment that kids form their world view. Books such as Topper accomplish this in a simple way. Written to  ages 8-11, it is reminiscent of the Walton’s from TV and enjoyable by all. 

See the holiday bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=-=

Jan 2 Book of the day: Everyday Graces: Child's Book Of Good Manners (Foundations)

In honor of the Iowa caucuses this week and Senator Santorum’s battle as a GOP presidential candidate, I’ll present for your consideration the work of Karen Santorum: Everyday Graces: Child's Book Of Good Manners. Rather than an etiquette book, this is an anthology of some of the best writing throughout history. The publisher’s description explains “Under such headings as "Honor Your Mother and Father", "Please and Thank You", "No Hurtful Words", "Good Behavior in Sport", and "Showing Respect for Country", Mrs. Santorum has arranged a collection of stories and poems that will develop and enrich the moral imagination. Some of her selections are well known; others are forgotten gems that deserve a new hearing. Authors include Hans Christian Anderson, Beatrix Potter, Mark Twain, Frances Hodgson Burnett, M. Montgomery, C. S. Lewis, Max Lucado and Arnold Lobel, to name only a few.”. Wow!
See the family bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Jan 3 Book of the day: Clopper the Christmas Donkey
You guessed it: The Christmas story as told by the donkey upon which Mary rode. One...two...three: aaahhhhhhhhhhhh. How sweet! See the holiday bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=-

Jan 4 Book of the day: The Can Man by Laura Williams

This age group is hot hot hot! Publishers and booksellers are lowering age recommendations to push more product on this age group. Why? Because they are in that perfect stage of life: love to read but not yet sufficiently mobile or independent to be too busy to read. So they have more time and ability to read than any other age group. And thanks to pester power, they can get mom and dad to buy buy buy! With that said, there are great books being uncovered for these kids such as The Can Man by Laura Williams.  A story about a former neighbor now homeless, this is appropriate for younger readers too, but I didn’t want kids this age to miss out on this important story. It is particularly relevant and made poignant in our current economy. And perfect for the Christmas season.

See the age 9-12 bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=-=

Jan 5 Book of the day: A Wish for Christmas: A Cape Code Light Series by Thomas Kinkade

A beautiful story with beautiful illustrations for the adults and teens to share. See the family bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=-

Jan 6 Book of the day: The Little Star.

As we reflect upon the Magi and the Feast of the Epiphany, consider the scene from the simple point of  view of the Littlest Star. A nice end to the Christmas season for the little ones. See the holiday bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-==

Jan 7 Book of the day: For the older teens, don’t miss The Joys of Love by Madeleine L'Engle. A newer release from a classic children’s author, it is a historical fiction offering romance not likely to be offensive to your family values.

See the age 14+  bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Jan 8 Book of the day: Any Which Wall by Laurel Snyder: see our criteria review and commentary on this book too. http://ow.ly/8ewl1    It is appropriate in content for all ages, but I felt the reading level and content would be best enjoyed in this age group. If you are planning to start a family book club, consider Any Which Wall as it is full of fun adventures! Younger kids in the family might read over your shoulder to become visually accustomed to the words, or encouraged to draw their vision of the story while an older family members read.  This would also be great for classroom use too. It never tires or gets long in description, so the interest level of the reader/student is maintained consistently. At the same time, for teachers with limited classroom time for reading, it is easy to break this into short bursts without losing track of the story line.

See the age 10-14 bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=-

Jan 9 Book of the day: Where the Sidewalk Ends by Shel Silverstein. 

Silverstein is one of those names  that many recognize, but may not have quite recall having read many of his books. If, growing up, your school librarian was like ours, she was sure to have only positive, nurturing books for us. Silverstein, on the other hand, is somewhat a dark Dr. Seuss, and so his work might not have been in your school library! However, not all of his work is dark, and so with a careful eye parents or teachers can incorporate Shel into their literary diet.

 Publishing his first children’s book in the 1950’s, his illustrations and silly style is somewhat like the beloved children’s author Dr. Seuss. However, that is where similarity ends, as Silverstein’s work universally lacks clear morals, or clarity at all. (Perhaps his 20-year career as a travel writer for Playboy Magazine clouded the judgement). However, some of his works are fairly benign, such as this collection (Where the Sidewalk Ends), while others are disturbing in its lesson, such as the Giving Tree. Silverstein is an author that, taken in sparingly, can add color, diversity and contrast to a reading collection. On the other hand, infusing too much Shel into the mind can leave the child internally restless or “down”. In today’s terms, he might be considered pre-goth due to the absence of “good” and sometimes downright negativity. Discussing these differences can aid the child in becoming a discerning reader. Just like a fast food hamburger, it’s ok once in a while but you wouldn’t want a full diet of it.

See the age 9-12  bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Jan 10 Book of the day: Author Iza Trapani

Iza Trapani’s illustrations are so breathtaking they are indescribable. Taking classic nursery rhymes and setting them within this beautiful context creates a new experience for parent & child, or teacher & student. See the 8 and under  bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=-

Jan 11 Book of the day: Any book by author Regina Doman

Keep an eye out for the Regina Doman books. Doman’s characters are realistic in their outlook on life, the challenges they face, and desire to lead virtuous lives. Her Shadow of the Bear series metaphorically mirrors fairy tales while set in modern times with modern challenges, all the while intriguing the reader with mystery as well! See our reviews of her books at http://www.litland.com/reviews_15up/15_up_reviews.html and then follow through the links to the blog commentary too, which gives more detail.
See the age 14+ bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=-=

Jan 12 Book of the day: The Clock Without a Face

The Clock without a Face was hard to place in our store. It is a tongue-in-cheek mystery aimed at adults but fun for the whole family. Dodge, of course, is the best detective in the entire world. And Gus, the doorman turned confidential assistant, is a big galoot with hairy knuckles. Reads like a plot from the 1940’s!   With its unusual shape and design, it makes a unique coffee table book too (for those who want to surprise their friends with something a bit different). So we placed it in the family category as it would be fun to read together. Follow in the authors’ real search for the 12 missing numbers located around the country http://gustwintig.com/news/?currentPage=3 

See the family bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=-

Jan 13 Book of the day: Superstition Corner Sheila Kaye-Smith

Is it really Friday the 13th today? Phobic or phun? Let’s make it fun with a unique book first published in 1934: Superstition Corner. Fortunately Neumann Press has reprinted it in 2006. Historical novel centered in Elizabethan England, this book is highly acclaimed. No it doesn’t have anything to do with Friday the 13th, but superstitions are silly anyway :>) 

See the adult bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Jan 14 Book of the day: Family Game Night!

OK, in some parts of the country, it’s cold and snowy outside, and has been for several weeks or months. Cabin fever is setting in, and family members might be getting on each other’s nerves. So break out the popcorn and board games, and have a Family Game Night. My favorite is “real candy Candyland”. Admit it, every 6 year old has always wanted to play Candyland with real candy. And so does every adult. Simply adding candy to the board turns it into a game that all ages enjoy. 

See the Movies/Music etc. bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Jan 15 Book of the day: The Harlem Renaissance: An Explosion of African-American Culture 
The Harlem Rennaissance was a growth in African American culture in the 1920’s post-WWI. This look at an interesting time of American history is written for ages 10+ but of interest to younger advanced readers too. See the age 10-14 bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Jan 16 Book of the day: The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Since it is Martin Luther King day, there will no doubt be numerous books pitched to us about his views, writings and work. Personally, I prefer to read the writings of people, by people, not about people. So I look for autobiographies rather than just a ‘book about...”. King’s autobiography is co-authored by Stanford University historian Clayborne Carson, who is the director and editor of the Martin Luther King Papers Project.

See the teaching & homeschool bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Jan 17 Book of the day: The Good Bad Boy: The Diary of an 8th Grade Boy. 
The day to day diary of an eighth-grade boy. Need we say more? Centered in the 1930’s or 40’s, you’ll be transported back to a time of naughty vs. nice. See the age 10-14 bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Jan 18 Book of the day: Fancies versus Fads by G. K. Chesterton

With chapter headings like The Romance of Rhyme, On Being an Old Bean, Wings and the Housemaid, The Terror of a Toy, False Theory and the Theatre, The Sentimentalism of Divorce, Why Reforms Go Wrong, The Prudery of the Feminists, How Mad Laws are Made, Much Too Modern History, Is Darwin Dead, Turning Inside Out...this is sure to be class GKC wit!
See the Chesterton section of the Classics bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Jan 19 Book of the day: Big Daddy’s Dream 

This simple story by author Sylvia Dorham is her own personal experience discovering her family secret: that hard work every day throughout a lifetime resulted in building a community. See our character education review at http://www.litland.com/reviews_HM/Big_Daddys_Dream.html and the book itself in the age 8 & under bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Jan 20 Book of the day: When My Name Was Keoko. 

Child’s play is just practice for real life. Taken then into the context of reading, Linda Sue Parker says “Reading is the safest way to practice your life.” And she is so right. This accomplished author gives us Keoko, a Korean girl living under Japanese occupation in WWII Korea. Family and country loyalty, adventure and suspense all set within historical cultural context. A rich read for older kids that their parents and teachers might enjoy too :>) 
See the ages 10-145 bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Jan 21 Book of the day: Kid Tea.

All board books and early readers tend to look alike to me. At some point in recent history, publishers decided all kids under 8 were only attracted to a certain style of illustration or type of tale. “Predictable” and “unremarkable” may be welcomed outcomes in health, but are boring when it comes to books. So how fun to read Kid Tea by Elizabeth Ficocelli. Every day’s “dirt” creates new color in the bathtub, teaching the child days of the week and colors. 

See the age 8 and under bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Jan 22 Book of the day: The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie: A Flavia de Luce Mystery
Moving from a serious WWII Korea story to humorous post-WWII England tale, the Flavia de Luce series are written to adults but enjoyable by teens too! I won’t bother repeating what I’ve already written about this book, which is extensive! See our evaluation against character education criteria http://www.litland.com/reviews_15up/Sweetnessbottomofpie.html & blog commentary http://www.litland.com/blog/2011/06/20/the-sweetness-at-the-bottom-of-the-pie/ , and pick up your copy in the teen bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Jan 23 Book of the day: A New Year's Reunion: A Chinese Story

Our culture and heritage are passed down not just socially, but many believe biologically as well. So to be whole within oneself, as well as to truly understand and love others, we need to understand cultural heritage. Chinese New Year is a colorful event distinctly different from any rituals in the Western world. Through stories like “A New Year's Reunion: A Chinese Story”, children can learn to see beyond customs and know that others share similar fears and joys. A beautiful story of family love that transcends cultures, it can be found in the age 8 & under  bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html . While there, stop in the Movies/Music etc. section for a Chinese activity & cookbook! 

-=-=-=

Jan 24 Book of the day: Tales of Foreign Lands, Volume 2 & 3

This series is a reprint of stories from the 1800’s. Continuing with our multi-cultural theme that seems to have grown this month, Volume 3 includes the story of The Yang Brothers in 19th century China. Other stories are situation in Russia, and in that far-away world of....Alaska (smile). 

See the  bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-

Jan 25 Book of the day: The Outlaws of Ravenhurst


Our look at historical fiction continues with this exciting adventure of 1700’s Scotland. Originally penned in 1923, this reprint of the 1950 edition has additional study aids for each chapter. A separate study guide is also available (see the teaching & homeschooling section of our store).

See the ages 10-14 bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Jan 26 Book of the day: Tuck Everlasting

Written 37 years ago and just as fascinating today, Tuck Everlasting is a heartwarming, suspenseful fantasy. While the movie version is an unfortunate and typical modern cheap work that sensationalizes teen romance, the book itself is pure adventure and excellent literature. See our review against character education criteria http://www.litland.com/reviews_10-14/tuck_everlasting.html and check the blog commentary too!
See the age 10-14 bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Jan 27 Book of the day: Horns and Wrinkles

This is one of my favorite surprises. It is very much stylized as a folk tale of the southern river life. The story and setting were so rich that it was easy to compile many activities to go along with it. See the character education review at http://www.litland.com/reviews_9-12/horns_wrinkles.html and suggested activities http://www.litland.com/reviews_9-12/horns_wrinkles_activities.html . As I wrote in my blog commentary http://www.litland.com/blog/2010/01/05/so-what-do-we-think-horns-wrinkles/ you’ll want to shout “hooray” at the end!
See the age 9-12 bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=--=

Jan 28 Book of the day: The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle

The author Avi is great at writing very accurate historical fiction from the character’s direct point of view. Doing so places the reader wholly into the situation adding excitement. In this story, a 13 year old girl finds herself in one situation after another in the early 1800’s. Written in first person narrative gives it an intriguing feel too. As she says “Be warned, however: If strong ideas and action offend you, read no more. Find another companion to share your idle hours. For my part I intend to tell the truth as I lived it.” ! Recommended ages 12+. 
See the ages 10-14 bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
=-=-=-=

Jan 29 Book of the day: Crispin, the Cross of Lead

Continuing in true form, Avi depicts the 13 year old Crispin in 14th century England with such detail it is almost exhausting to read! How those people ever survived is amazing. Yet children won’t know they are reading something so educational too---it is pure suspense and adventure. Do note this was originally written for age 12, and appropriately categorized due to the detailed descriptions of gory scenes. However, in later versions, Amazon has pushed it down to the 8 year old age group! Ridiculous! These companies will do anything to make $. At Litland.com, it is placed properly with the age 10-14 bookshelf http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
=-=-==

Jan 30 Book of the day:  Secret Agents Four

This is a reprint of a classic book, I think from the 1950’s. What fun! It is like James Bond when he was 12! See the age 10-14 bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

Jan 31 Book of the day: Between the Forest and the Hills

So I’ll end the month really going back in time, to Roman England. This historical fiction has humor and adventure, and would go well with an old movie rented from Netflix!  http://ow.ly/8fp6m See the age 10-14 bookshelf in Litland.com’s bookstore http://www.litland.com/bookstore.html
-=-=-=

